
SEDGEFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
AREA 1 FORUM 

 
 
Memorial Room, 
Spennymoor Town Hall 

 
Monday,  

11 February 2008 
 

 
Time: 6.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillor A. Smith (Chairman) – Sedgefield Borough Council and  
 

Councillor Mrs. A.M. Armstrong – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor Mrs. B. Graham – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor A. Gray – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor Mrs. E. Maddison – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor C. Nelson – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor B.M. Ord – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor K. Thompson – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor Mrs E. M. Wood – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor E. Foster – Durham County Council 
Councillor N.C. Foster – Durham County Council 
Inspector W. Bentham – Durham Constabulary 
Sergeant M. Hall – Durham Constabulary 
C. Bell – Eden Residents Association 
A. Stapleton – Eden Residents Association 
G. Darkes – Greenways Residents Association 
A. Lamb – Greenways Residents Association 
Councillor Miss. S. Armstrong – Spennymoor Town Council 
Councillor J. Graham – Spennymoor Town Council 
M. Forbes – Ox Close Primary School 
S. Kitching – Ox Close Primary School 
D. Shepherd – Ox Close Primary School 
J. Shepherd – Ox Close Primary School 
A. Waugh – Ox Close Primary School 
H. Waugh – Ox Close Primary School 
J. Waugh – Ox Close Primary School 
E. Croft  – Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinators 
I. Geldard – UK Youth Parliament 

 
 
 

In 
Attendance: 

 
Mrs. G. Garrigan, Miss. L. Kitto and Mrs. N. Woodgate 
 

Apologies: Councillor J.M. Khan – Sedgefield Borough Council 
 Councillor W. Waters – Sedgefield Borough Council 
 D. Gordon – Local Resident 

 
 

AF(1)28/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
The following Councillors indicated that they would be declaring a personal 
and prejudicial interest in Item 5 – Local Improvement Programme – 
Application, Ox Close Community Garden Project. 
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Councillor Mrs. A.M. Armstrong - Member of Sedgefield Borough 
Cabinet 

Councillor Mrs. B. Graham - Member of Sedgefield Borough 
Cabinet 

Councillor Mrs. E. Maddison - School Governor  

  
 

AF(1)29/07 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2007 were confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. (For copy see file of 
Minutes).  
 

AF(1)30/07 POLICE REPORT (LOCAL ISSUES AND ROAD SAFETY) 
Inspector Bill Bentham, Community Inspector for Spennymoor and 
Ferryhill was present at the meeting to give a report on crime statistics, 
initiatives and road safety for the area. 
  
The reported crime figures for December 2007 and January 2008 were as 
follows: 
  
  

  December : January : 
  

Vehicle Crime  6 12 

Violent Crime 13 6 

Burglary (Dwelling) 5 2 

Burglary (Other) 6 9 

Rowdy/Nuisance  87 115 

Sexual Offences 3 0 

Criminal Damage 36 35 

  
With regard to road traffic accidents the figures were as follows: 
  

Damage only accidents 16 12 

Minor injuries 5 5 

Fatalities 0 0 

 
The Forum were asked to set three Neighbourhood priorities for Area 1. 
Sergeant Mark Hall put forward four suggestions of areas to be targeted.  
 

• Central Drive, Middlestone Moor  
- Rowdy/Nuisance Behaviour 
- Youths congregating outside shop 

• Craddock Street/Stratten Street/Drake Street 
- Criminal Damage 
- Vehicle Crime  

• Criminal Damage 
- Graffiti in Town Centre 
- Broken windows  

• Jubilee Park  
- Youths drinking 
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Members reported that Mount Pleasant Court was also an area of concern 
with increasing anti-social behaviour problems. Particular concerns were 
raised regarding youths drinking.  
 
Consideration was given to all the suggested areas. Members of the 
Forum agreed the following as Neighbourhood priorities for Area 1.  
 

1. Central Drive, Middlestone Moor 
2. Drake Street 
3. Mount Pleasant Court 

 
It was noted that actions taken in respect of the priority areas would be 
reported at the next meeting of the Forum in March 2008.  
 

AF(1)31/07 SEDGEFIELD BOROUGH LOCAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME - 
APPLICATION OX CLOSE COMMUNITY GARDEN PROJECT - OX 
CLOSE SCHOOL 
NB :    In accordance with Section 81 of the Local Government Act 

2000 and the Members’ Code of Conduct, Councillors Mrs. A.M. 
Armstrong, Mrs. B. Graham and Mrs. E. Maddison declared a 
personal and prejudicial interest in the above item and left the 
meeting for the duration of discussion on the item. 

  
Consideration was given to a report of the Assistant Chief Executive 
regarding the above.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
  
The Headteacher, Michelle Forbes along with two pupils James Shepherd 
and Jonathan Waugh, Oxclose School, Spennymoor were in attendance to 
present the application.        
  
The school was requesting funding to develop an underused section of 
land into a community garden. The garden would incorporate a community 
wildlife area, a community growing area, a community sensory and a 
community adventure area. An initial community consultation had been 
undertaken, which showed 96% were in support of the project.  
  
The amount of funding requested for the project was £57,548.  The school 
would contribute £3,700. The revenue costs would be absorbed into the 
school’s annual budget. 
  
The Forum agreed to support the project. 
 

AF(1)32/07 QUESTIONS 
A query was raised regarding County Durham PCT’s involvement in Area 
Forum Meetings. It was explained that any specific issues would be 
forwarded to the PCT and feedback would be given at future meetings.  
  
A query was raised concerning the provision of a new Health Centre for 
Spennymoor. It was agreed that a representative of County Durham PCT 
be requested to attend a future meeting to provide an update.  
 



4 

 
 
 

AF(1)33/07 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 31st March 2008 at 6.30 p.m. at Middlestone Moor Community 
Centre.  
 
 
 

 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

Any person wishing to exercise the right of inspection, etc., in relation to these Minutes and associated papers should 
contact Miss. Louise Kitto, Tel – 01388 816166 Ext 4508. Email - lkitto@sedgefield.gov.uk 

 


